. "gy, — 
3 2 
« * 1 


. 


5 


9 * un 


mn 


Þ - >. — Cn 


—— — 


3 
= 
„ 

"C1 
. ; 
oe 
9 
__— 
3 ; 
"= 19. 
* . 
. 0 
r 
* — 2 
1 
3 
3 
I 
3 
1 
= 
2 
8 


- 
1 
1 
1 
1 : 
1 
1 "i 

b 2 


i i , 
= Wu : i "4.4 4k r . * t ——— 
—— 2 2 e 8 3s #069 eee * : 3 * 2 1 e — 
— - vile... a * A Wha: 5 va. * , ; 93 


CURSORY REFLECTIONS, 


O F 1 H E 3 yy . : . _ 4 l 


$ P 
* TL; n 


'' \ we 
d . F mY * \ : 
0 p - 8 þ bo 4 \ > * 
0 © bs "7g #7 
ü | 7 * a, _— 


#34 
os 
— wv 
” - * 4.794 
4 1 / 
Ci. Sz 
— 


ADDRESSED TO THE 
MEMBERS or a CERTAIN MEETING, 


FRIENDS TO THE 
ESTABLISHED CHURCH. 
By a MEMBER or rus sauEH CHURCH. 


O quis, quis yolet impias | 
Cædes, & Rabiem tollere civicam: 

Si quæret Pater urbium 

SGubſcribi Statuis; indomitam audeat 

Refraenare licentiam, | 
Clarus poſt genitis : quatenus, heu nefas! 

Virtutem incolumem odimus, | 

_ Sublatam ex oculis quærimus invidi. 

Quid triſtes ee 

Si non ſupplicio Culpa reciditur? 

Quid Leges fine moribus 
Vane Proficiunt. Ho. 


PRINTED FOR; AND SOLD BY JAMES EVANS, 
PATER-NOSTER-ROW, LONDON; AND MAY BE 
HAD OF J. SMITH, NEWCASTLE ; J. POOLE, 
CHESTER; J. DREWRY, DERBY; JOSEPH 
SMART, WOLVERHAMPTON ; THO. PEARSON, 
AND M, SWINNEY, BIRMINGHAM, 


M, DCC, xc. 


” pb. 54 * oy 3 
MR A on Oo mp „ 6 „ 
, * * 1 T7: om . 


5 7 


* $a K 1 Ss F 2 

” 1 - tek * 0 . / oe REC 2 2. 1 2 

4 c 25 T / ASI TY gt on ES ERS 
8 5 f * q Ss CR IG es : * 4 . S OY EE EE SD q SOL ys E e ES" oh #4 ** * 3 1 

0 PRAM „ VV ( WWW © Wo E ͤ ˙˙:ĩf3̃̃ -Ä nf 3 3 
5 n C | 13 BEA I BG LL EE ęñßꝶ“wU B t RES CD E 3 a 
l Sc gs > Goo 4s HE V r r 8 n _— * > ASTD oY r LR 3 ET. 22 4 r * 
4 EY. 23266 EE TTT 4 1 6 2 r c _ 
py a 4 r 86% 9 2 5 IS, 1 WEE 3 . 3 CEN Ei R 1 FW 3 > ; A GOES 2 228 ; = ITS? > 3 n : 5 £ 3 . 8 
. , EE VVV i CE of I OI ñß ff EO WF IE IT i ge Lf TY ES AX As c I NT a . 
TT ons WO i I I dd ⁵: ̃ ß TONER Nee SOR at Es "OT 8 ; p ⅛ [f ß ] 1 ; | ; : * b 
F %%%% FTT ²˙²b . ENS Te BE EI TI e 3 E n F f r not 220! w : A! : 
955 3 3 F222 3 . LES) 8 1 . un . . 3 N 2 
TD WIT 2 8 PPTTWWTTTTTTWTTTrcT＋TTTTTTTTTTrTTTTTTTTTTTTVTTTTTTT 2) eg 7 9 DES 3 g N 
N 8 5 = . ah 8 \ A e s : io : 5 5 


. "od 2 +. * 


CURSORY REFLECTIONS, 
PRESENT INTENDED REPEAL 


or THE 


FELP AC 


February the 0th. 1790 
GENTLEMEN, | 
ESTERDAY, I received with 


1 inexprefſſible pleaſure, a Sum- 
mons to attend a Meeting of the 


ſtaunch. Friends to the eſtabliſned 
Church; and if I had not been 


much indiſpoſed, I ſhould think it 
as much my Duty to attend and ſpeak 
againſt, as I deem it a pleaſure, now, 
to write my Sentiments upon the alarm. 


ing Attempt of the Diſſenters, to get 


a Repeal of the oy” * Act, by wy 


. — 8 — — A — —_ — — 
* » 
: * ” — 
: 


* The Corporation and Teſt Abts ſecure TY * civil 
and religious | iberties. (See Blackſtone, Vol. 4. P. 439.) 


1 
the Church and State, 


(for upwards 


of a3 Century,) have been kept from 


thoſe Convulſions, which had once 


nearly Shaken down the * of 


both. 


It muſt appear ſtrange to any one, 
ſo little acquainted with State Mat- 
ters as myſelf, (tho' I am as well 
vine of the Purity of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion as the wiſeſt) how a 
Bill, replete with ſuch Danger, 
ſhould. carry along with it the ſmal- 
left Shadow of ſacceſs. But I fin- 
cerely hope, when the Child is 
brought to the Birth“ (before the 
Howes of Commons) © that there 
may be no Strength to bring forth: 
=” I am ny perſuaded 
that there is Member in it, 
11 he viewed "the Repeal in thi 
dreadful Li ght I do, but what would 
* to LO one of his Colleagues 

who 


"FN 


AS 


90 


* 
who ſupported it, as Tertullian laid 
to Scapula, 


« Parce Carthagini, {1 non tibi.“ 


This is the proper Period to ſhew our 
Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, and 
our Regard for the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment. Chriſtianity never ſhines 
with more Luſtre, than when under 
the Apprehenſion of Perſecution ; 
** Nauclerum Tempeſtas, Chriſtian- 
um Perſecutio Probat.“ 


And God» grant that our Cauſe 5 
may be ſupported with a becoming 
and Chriſtian Spirit by the Nobility, 
and all others of elevated Stations 
and Characters throughout this 
County, as well as n the Clergy 1 in 
„„ 


The Example of various very re- 
| ſpectable Characters in other Coun- 
ties, will, I hope, continue to animate 

us 
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us in a Support and Defence of our 


Religion, equal to its Importance ; 
for they who have ever been favour- 


able to the preſent Scheme of the. 


Diſſenters, muſt have been as igno- 


rant of the Engliſh Hiſtory, a as they 


are blind and inattentive to their 
own future Security and Happineſs. 


The Clergy have in times paſt 


ſuffered much in Defence of 3 
Proteſtant Religion, and the eſtab- 
liſhed Government of theſe King- 
doms; and actuated by the ſame 

Spirit of Truth and Loyalty, may 
they ever be amongſt the rl that 


ſhall oppoſe any Experiments or 
Innovations dangerous to the Church 
or State, though at the Hazard, or 


even the Expence of their Lives! 
For it is better to die, in a good 
Cauſe, than to proſper in a bad one. 
The diſſenting Party ſeem to get 


more determined and reſolute than 


7 [ 


lt Lond. n 1 tt: r a. 


„ 

1 ſhould have ſuſpected, had I not 
read one or two of their inflamatory 
Pamphlets: And I am ſorry to ſee 
in one, that the preſent Diſtractions 
of the Continent ſhould ſupply them 
with an Aſſemblage of national, or ra- 
ther, unnatural Hints, in favour of 
their doing unreaſonable, and un- 
conſtitutional Miſchiefs. 


The Diſſenters ſeem to have, al- 
reach, as much Power as is conſiſ- 
tent with the ſafety of the Common- 
BZ weal; and, in my poor Opinion, an 
Enlargement f their Power, (if 1 
may be allowed to judge both from 
Reading and Reaſon) would only 
prove a melancholy and ſpeedy 
diminution of our own. 


The Wiſdom of Parliament for- 
merly ſtopped the rapid Torrent of 
diſſentious Religioniſts from waſh- 
ing down their Houſes; and it is 

B - devoutly 
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devoutly to be wiſhed that the ſame 


Stream may never break out again : 
for having been ſo many Years con- 
fined within its proper Chanel, it 


might flow with redoubled violence, 
and carry away in the univerſal De- 


luge, every thing dear to us from the 


Church, as Chriſtians, and every 


thing valuable to us from the State, 
as a free People. 


1 cannot, for my own Part, von- 
ceive, if the Teſt Act ſhould be re- 


pealed, how Proteſtant Members 


can ſit in Parliament with Men of 
ſuch oppolite opinions as the Dil- 
ſenters; for with reſpect to religi- 


ous Matters, They ſhould all be 
* of one Mind in an Houſe; endea- 


vouring to keep the unity of the 


“Spirit in the Bond of Peace.” 


© There is one Body, one Spirit, 


even as they are called in one Hope 


Boy 91 their 9 But, When an 


Houle, 


8 


f 
4 
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“ Houle, is divided againſt itſelf, it 
66 cannot poſſibly ſtand long.” 


The Diſſenters I preſume, will 
cry down Epilcopacy, and the Rites 
of the eſtabliſhed Church. And, 
whilſt one Party 1s building up and 
repairing the ancient Fabrick of 
Chriſtianity, the other would be im- 
mediately for overturning it; and 
the whole ſtupendous Structure of 
reform'd Religion, would forever 
remain incompleat, and unſiniſned, 
like the Tower of Babel, from the Con- 


fuſion of Tongues, and the Di ifpartty of | 


Dpmuons, 


« But let us, henceforth, be no 


more toſſed to and fro, and car- 


* ried about with every wind of 
** Doctrine by the Sleight of Men, 
* and cunning Craftineſs, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive.” 


EPhel. 4. 14.) he 
5 FR For 


46 
For what can be their Moti ves for 
having a Repeal of the Teſt, by 


which they as well as ourſelves, have 


for ſo many Years enjoy'd the Sweets 


of Religious Liberty? Are they ſo 


elated with a prepolterous Venera- 
tion for the Truths they maintain, 
or the Doctrine they Teach, as to 


ſet themlelves upon a Level with 


Proteſtants? or, do they, regardleſs of 


Religion, with to ſpread abtoad Dil- 


ſentions; to form Factions, and to 


make as much Havock and Confu- 


hon in the State, as the Indepen- 
dents did in the Reign of Charles 
the firſt ; whoſe loyal Intentions were 
to humble the regal Power; to ſtrip 


the Crown of its choiceſt Orna- 3 
ments; and to leave the King little 


for his Portion, (before they led him 
to the Scaffold,) except the mere 


form and Shadow of Sovereignty. 


And pray let me aſk, what Claſs of 
People ever voted the Lords uſeleſs? 
The 
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The Diſſenters! Who aboliſhed Epiſco. 
6 | pacy ? The Diſſenters. Who firſt de- 


ſtroy'd the Freedom of Parliaments ? 
Who introduced 
the arbitrary Form of Governing 
by landing Armies? The Diſſenters. 
I have no need to enquire who mur- 
derd their King! ſince the Perpetra- 
tors, of this barbarous and cruel 
Deed, cannot eſcape the Recolec- 
tion of the moſt ignorant, nor the 


Feelings of the molt obdurate. 


It is from ſuch Days as theſe that 
we are to deduce the fatal Conſe- 
quences of this premeditated Repeal. 
Baſking, as we are at preſent, in 
the Sun-{hine of Liberty, under the 
mild Government of our gracious 
Sovereign, we are too much dazzled 
with the Luſtre of our own enviable 
Situation to ſee fro the veil, behind 
which there lies a Store of poiſon'd 
Arrows for the Deſtruction of this 
Nation, 
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Nation. whenever we agree to in- 
troduce Diſſenters into our Houſes 


of Parliament. And if the Point 


ſhould ever be warmly conteſted ix 


their behalf, by the Members of 1 
either Houle, may the veil, (during 1 


the Commotion) be rent in twain, 


from ihe Top to the Bottom, that the 4 


deluded Abettors of ſo bad a Care, 


may lee their Danger, before they 


leel- for their Folly. But let us, for 


once, Put a Confidence n Princes, 
and the great Leaders of this een 


for their Exertions on the Side of Re. 4 
ligion; and let us implore Provi- 
dence fo to direct their Counſels, as 
to enable them , to lead on his 


choſen People“ from Faith to Virtue ; 


* from WV; irtue to Knowledge ; Hom 3 
Knowledre to Temperance ; from Tem- 
perance to PATIENCE ; ” And there 
to reſt in a lively Hope, that all the 
different Sects upon Earth may be Þ 


united in the true Catholic Faith, 


1 
N 
C 
2 
x 


35 7 
n- | and become in a ſhort time, © One 
es Fold under one we Shepherd.” 


„Strange would it. appear, without 
ol | ſome little Conſideration, tat, not- 
ns ! withſtanding the Goppel has been 
JJ graciouſly diſpenced to us from the 
Fountain of Light and Perfection, 
its Doctrine ſhould till make Divi- 
lions amongſt us ;—that the recei— 
vers of it ſhould ſtill diſcover Spots 
upon its Brightneſs, ſuch as we may 
W diſcover upon the Suns Surface; — 
mat it ſhould give riſe, at this Day, 
to ſealouſies and Envyings ; and has 
W whilſt © One ſaith I am of Paul, 
; ME nother ſhall ſay I am of ets ;* 
lc is predeſtinated that thus it mult 
be. It ſeems to be neceilary for the 
JW >upport and Maintenance of the 
JW Goſpel Truth. For, as our bleſſed 
WJ >aviour ſpeaks of Offences, ſo may we 
| by of Diſſentions, and Perſecuttons— 
| * It muſt needs be that they will come,” 

3 + + 
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( 16 ) 
not only by the neceſſary Conſe. 
quences of our own Frailty, and the 
Chances and Changes of a wicked 
World, but by the Permiſſion of 
Providence ; who often letteth the 
Storm fall upon the Head of the 
Righteous, for their Trial, as well as 


for his own Glory. 
For © whom he did foreknow,” (that 


is) whom he approved as true Be- 
lievers of his Son, © Them alſo he did 
hredeſtinate to be conformed to the Image 
of his Son,” (that is) thoſe did he 
conſtitute and ordain to be like his Son, if 
to ſuffer, (as he did upon the Croſs,) 
and to be Partakers of his Sufferings, 
by going the ſame Road as he did, 
1 to Glory; 


e Moreover, han * did predeſ j 
tinate, (that is) ordain to be con- 
formable to the Example of his Son, 


” * Them, alſo he called, (to ſulfer Perſe- 


BE - 

ti 5 
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05 
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(- 49.” 


« cution.) And whom he calleth, he 
juſtifieth ” (that is) he ſtrengthens and 
aſſiſts them to perſevere in the Obe- 
dience of Righteouſneſs, and ſo they 
are made more juſt. © And thoſe 
MJ who are thus juſtified, (i. e.) who 
I perſevere unto the end, thoſe he glo- 
fell.“ 


= This explanatory Digreſſion may 
need ſome Apology.— I have intro- 
duced it in this Form, to ſhew that 
the Righteous are ordained to ſuffer 
for Righteouſneſs, and for a Trial of 
their Faith; and that they who 
make an open Profeſſion of their 
Love to Gov, and their Loyalty to 
the King, may be thoroughly proved to 
be fincere, before they have the Cre- 
dit of being firm and ſteady to the 
Chriſtan Faith, as well as to ry Nen 
Conſtitution. | 


For the muy: of an Enemy, in 
3 theſe 


theſe Points, may be as oratorical and 


6 


pleaſing as that of a Friend. A 


 Pharniſee may be as loud in his Devo- 
tions, as a true Di ſcrple. Opportu- 


nities may be wanting for our Trial. 
One may not be an Achan, (Joſhua 7.) 
for want of the babyloniſh Gar- 


ment, and the Wedge of Gold. 


Another may not be a Judas, for 
want of the thirty Pieces of Silverbeing 


offer d ; and, many may not, like Peter, 
deny Chriſt, merely for wank of the 


Gm being aſked . 


But * we are put tO the 
TEST; when the Fabrick of Religion 
totters under the Hands of Edel- 


ty and Oppreſſion; or its Members 
are bialſed by the mean and dirty 3 


Principles of Pride and ſelf Intereſt ; 


Then to ſtand forth in Defence of 
our Conſtitution, in the Support of 
our Religion, and to cleave faſt unto | 


Chriſt, 


"AY 
_ 


= 


C10 1 


Chriſt, will prove us to be his real ” 
Friends, and true Servants, 
JTolerantur mali ut probentur Fon 
There is frequently a Toleration 
of evil Men, that good Men may be 
W to the World. And may 
the Members of the eſtabliſhed 
Church prove themſelves to be theſe 
* men, as well as thoſe {kilful 
Huſbandmen, who will take every 
poſſibe Care, that the Tares ſhall not 
ſpring up amongſt the Meat. 


For, is it not a Diſgrace to our 
Nation, in this advanced Age of 
Chriſtianity, that a Bill ſhould be 
brought into the f Houſe, ſo diame- 
trically oppoſite to the Peace of civil 
Society, as well as dangerous to its 
Principal s Bulcoart, the — Re- 
ion. 


5 2 | 3 


f But when the Bill is end to the King may | he ſay, 
le Roy S'aviſera.“ N 


[8 See Back None, Vol, 4. P. 38.) 
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And may not the Words of our Fr 


bleſſed Saviour to Herod, in the 13 

Chapter of St. Luke, be bed 
with peculiar Propriety, to the chief 
Supporter of the 8 C 


© Go ye, and tell that Fox, Behold 


« 1 caſt out Devils; and I do Cures 


„to day and tomorrow; and the 


third Day, 1 mall be perfected. 2 


© Be Makita, O ve Heavens, 
cat this, and be ye horr ibly afraid.— 
« for my People have committed 
« two Evils—they have forſaken me 
* the Fountain of living Waters, and 
have hewed them out Ciſterns, bro- 
* ken Ciſterns * can (AA no Wa ter.” 


Jew: 2. 12, bir 5 


How wonderful is it, that men, who 
pretend 10 a depth of Underſtand- 


ing, ſhould become as ſenſeleſs as the 


very Stones; ; and ru; from-t the 
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rreiee of Party, ſhould make 
Wi like the Idols of the An- 
* which have Eyes and fee not, 
Pars that hear not.” It is better to 
com ſuch Talents to the Earth, or 
** ſecret Repoſitory of a Napkin ; 
ior fear of the open Cenſure of mean- 
er Abilities, and the dread of that 
Ridicule, which juſtly awaits "© the 
Children of this World, who are in their 


Generation, wiſer than the Children 
of * | 


But it is not he who knoweth 
- but he who knoweth that which 


is uſe ſul who, in my Opinion, can 


be accounted wiſe. 


And ignorant 
as I may be myſelf, 


I' think I am 


2 vufficiently wiſe to know that a falſe 


derfunfon, will build up in us as 
' Reſolutions, as a true one 
that it has the fame Power which the 
Canonifts give the Pope, to make Evil 


4 Good, and Vice Virtue; ; and that what 


_ we 


1 


we once abhorred as a mortal Sin, 
and as a Monſter too hideous for 
our Eyes to behold, Profit and Plea- 
{ure (tne two great Paraſites which ſo 


calily beſet and bewitch the Soul) 


may, at length, plead for 1n our 


Hearts, and recommend to our Prac- 2 


tice. I am very confident, allo, 


that 1f men would ſquare and em 


their Lives by the plain and imp! 


Dictates of true Religion, unbia ed 1 
by the Force of Intereſt, and unaw- 
ed by the. Threats of Power, they 2 
would live in a golden Age, free 
from thoſe Errors and endleſs Di- 
putations, which ſeem to threaten 


the Repole of the Age we hug in. 


There are, now, I fear, many, 
too many, who wiſh & to, walk in 2 
„the Counſels of the Ungodly;—Mf 
„to ſtand in the way of Sinners; 
and to fit in the Seats of the Scorn- 
tul. - And what Peace can be ex- 
rede 


ſn gs 


3 „„ - 
3 pected from Men of ſuch A 
Jas theſe? 


10 FR Is it not dangerous to unite our— 
u) i ſelves to thoſe who have done and fil 
IJ may do the greateſt Violence to the 
tate; —to Men of diſagreeing and 

different Perſuaſions, who are tied 
together with theis Heads, [like 
Sampſons i Foxes,) lookins different 
XZ Ways? - One behold, is an Anabaptiſl; 
another a Browniſt; a third a * Papiſt; 
Ja ſourt! a Seeker ind a fifth a Iuaker, 
Dic And may not this motly Legion 
carry thoſe Firebrands about them,” 
"FRY which may burn up the Harveſt of our 
Religion and conſume the whole 
Code of our wholeſome and well di- 
any geſted Laws? May it not in a ſhort 

Time be ſaid of them as Paterculus 
Y "BY aid to jugurtha and Marius, 


UV, 3) 
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(i Judges 55. 4.) (K See Blackſtone, Vol. 4. P. 35.) 
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and, perhaps, even one againſt ano- 
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Arma in iiſdem Caſtris didice- 'J 
re, que poſtea in Contrariis face- 
rent. —I ſay it is likely, if the Teſt | 
A& be repealed, that theſe oppoſite | 
Parties, when they have learned the 
Skill of Arms in the fame Cam, 
will practiſe them in different Ways; 


ther : What ſtrange Tragi-comedies 
would then be exhibited upon the 
Stage of our Senate, by this neceſſi- 
tous ſet of Strollers ! To day we ſhould 
build a Church which, to morrow 
might be pulled down; and the re- 
gular and ſteady Form of our prefent 
Eſtabliſhment would, in ſhort, put 
on as many Different Forms, and as 
many whimſical n as even 1 
Proteus * If 1 


Let us, therefore, no longer fuſ- 
fer a miſtaken Liberality of mind to 


be a Plea, nor the ill placed Epithet 
of CHARITY, to be a Motive for us 
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e- Fi to come into the Schemes of the 
c- FE Diſſenters, or prevail upon us even 
eſt to liſten to their pathetic Addreſſes, 
ite however they may be gloſſed over 
he with the Prom fe of Loyalty and Afﬀec> 


nv, tion. 


n0- BI © For CHARITY rejoiceth not in 
lies Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the Truth.“ 
the Alt bindeth up our Wounds, but 

would ſhudder to make them deeper; 
nor can it behold, without Horror a 

23 Synagogue of Satan, triumphing in 
re- the Temple of the Lord.—It cannot 

by behold Superſtition in Religion; nor 
put BY Idolatry in | Reverence. 


ven How can it then behold, with the 
JF leaſt Degree of Patience, the great 
Blaſphemer, and © the Di iſputer of this 
World ?” What languine Hopes can 
ve poſſibly entertain for the Peace 
thet BY and Security of the Nation, by tole- 
rating the Diſſenters W el than 

D they 
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they are tolerated by the preſent ex 


ſling Act of Parliament, when we 
every Day ſee the Preſs bluſhing at, 
and being aſhamed of the blaſphe- 
mous Tenets of one of their princi- 
pal Rabbis. 


56.08 Whom haſt thou renmoached 
and blaſphemed, and againſt whom 


* haſt thou exalted thyſelf and lift- 
ed up thine Eyes on high ?—Even 
againſt the holy one of Iſrael.” 


But know vain Scribbler, for a 
ſacred and awful Truth, that Who- 
„ ſoever ſhall deny Chriſt before 
Men, him will he alſo deny before 


„his Father which is in Heaven.” 
A And conſider, I beſeech you, that 


© whoſoever ſpeaketh a Word againſt 
4 the Son of Man, it may be forgiv- 3 
en him: But whoſoever ſpeaketh 4 

a 


f Experiments and Innovations, Lord Bacon „ 
in a State, are e dangerous Things, (g Iſaiah 37. 23.) 


„ 
« a Word againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


85 eit ſhall not be forgiven him, nei- 
at, | « ther in this World, neither 1 in the 
ge. f the World to come.“ : 
ci- a ...- Ht 
This haughty Scribe * fins of ma- 
licious Wickedneſs: For whatever 
ied his private Sentiments may be with 


2 reſpect to the Trinity, he ſhould not 
it ; 1 avOW them openly to the World at 
the Hazard of ther Salvation, who 
are either wicked or weak enough 
to be deluded by his Artifice. But 
the folly of his Ways, and his Con- 
. fdence in Error already make even 
for 3 the Turk to ſmile, and the Jew to 


508 draw the Veil much nearer to his 
n. Face. 
that 


Au , 4 Unitarian Principles, 1t 18 to be 
Un = . . | 

2 hoped will never gain much Ground 
in this Country, by the flimſey Ar- 
guments he may have been able to 
frame in their Favour; for this 
- 0 ſtamping 


W 
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ſtamping Religion with our own 
Mark, and ſetting upon it what 
Image and Superfcriþtion we pleaſe, has 
done Chriſtianity more harm than 
all the Perſecutions for the Church 
of Chriſt, | 


When he ſpeaketh fairly, be- 


* heve him not: For there are ſeven 


6 Abominations in his Heart.” (Prov. 
26. 28.) — Believe him not,” ſays 


Solomon: for whoever he be, who 


preſumes to ſpeak of divine Myſte- 


ries, without a proper Commiſhon ; 

were he an Elias, juſt come out of the 
Wilderneſs from exerciſing the great- 
eſt Auſterities ;—or were he, (as St. 


Paul ſays,) An Angel from Hea- 


ven,” yet would he be no better than 
a Reprobate and an Apoſtate, if he 
ſhould teſtify that he entertained any 
Sentiments in his Breaſt, contrary to 
the received Doctrines of the Univerſal 
Church, 

81 


„ 


si occilus pro nomine Chriſti 
at ÞY «© fuerit, ab unitate diviſus, coronari 
as in morte non poterit. Alienus elt, 
an I profanus eſt, Hoſts eſt: habere 
ch | © non poteſt Deum Patrem, qui 
2 < Fccleham matrem non habuit.” 
By (Cyprianus.) 
ze- JR Let us not herd then, I fay, with 
en Men of this Perſuaſion. Let us, 
V. at leaſt, ſhew fo much Regard to the 
ys [ Dignity of our Souls, (formed after 
ho | ihe Similitude of the Wiſdom and 
te- | holineſs of God) as not to diſhonor 
Mn; ME ourſelves by embracing thoſe Novel- 


the ties for Goſpel, or true Philoſophy, 


at- | which it ſhall pleaſe every Fool to 
St. invent and propoſe for our Diſqui- 
ca- lition. © The wile Man feareth and 
1an | departeth from Evil, but a Fool 
he | rageth and is confident.” (Prov. 14. 

SR. ES 
Ihe primitive Churches always 
placed Unity in the fundamental Ar- 
iicles of Faith, which they ftrictly 
| inſiſted 
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inſiſted upon, as a neceſſary Con- 
dition of Church Fellowſhip. And 
if any one openly and reſolutely op- 
poſcd thoſe Articles, he was rejected 
as a Deſerter of the common Faith, 
and treated as an Alten.—And, (to- 
uſe the Words of Daille') © It their 


„ be any who under Colour of the 
| a hlefſed Name of Chrift, ſubvert his 


Doctrine, Anmihilate has Authority 

and our Salvation; it is ſo far | 
from being our Duty to unte our- | 
« ſelves to them, that on the contra- | 


ill 

| | cc ry we are obliged to part with them: 
[! * Becaule to unite with them, were, 
WW . ©: EBect. to diſunite from Chriit ; 

= | « and inficad of coming to Salvation, 

i | * to fall into eternal Ruin.“ 


* Both the Diſcipline of Chriſt, 


1 * and the Laws of civil Societies, 1 
9 and even thoſe of Nature itſelf | 
f e 2 us to avoid the Commu- 
ll nion of ſuch, as, under any Pre- 
i; 5 ** tence, i 
| | 


4 
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Iriſt, 


. \ with us, we are lure to be happy. 
mu- 
Pre- 


>NCE, 


WJ thee, and a ready Tongue to con- 


? 


„ 
* tence, Name, or Colour whatever 


go about to deſtroy and ruin 


9 < Chriſtianity.” 


And may the Members of our eſta- 
bliſhed Church exert every Nerve, 
in Oppoſition to the preſent intended 
Repeal; and never may there be 
wanting a Communion of Saints up- 
on Earth, to ſupport the Dignity of 
the beſt, and only true Religion in 


3 
| 
=. 
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„ 1 » 
W - 45 — 
5 


O Lord, without thee, our La- 


BZ bour will be in vain; and without 
our Endeavours our Hope will be 
Preſumption; condeſcend graciouſly 
to be with us in our Exertions for the 
Defence of thy Church, and for the 


Glory of thy Son; for if thou art 


Give us a diſcerning Eye to ſee 


{eſis 


_—_— 
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feſs thee—for thou tranſcendeſt all 
in Dignity, and art the great Shep- 
herd and Biſhop of our Souls, to | 

whom we 50 for Refuge in all our 
Afflictions and Sorrows. Supply us 
with ſuitable Comforts; —Strengthen 
and ſupport us according to our 
preſent Needs and Neceſſities; that 
we may chearfully bear what we un- 
dergo, and gladly accompliſh what 
thou wouldeſt have done, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


FINIS. 


— 


At a MEETING of the CLERGY of the Arxcu- 
DEACONRY of CHESTER, held at the city of 
Cheſter on Monday the 15th. day of February, 
1790, to take into conlideration the attempts of 
the Diſſenters in various parts of the kingdom, 
to obtain a repeal of the Corporation and Tejt Adds, 
and their Allerttons that thoſe Acts are ac&now- 

| ledged by many of the eſtabliſhed Clergy to be a grie- 
vance and a common evi, the following Reſolu— 
tions were agreed to UNANIMOUSLY. 


The Rev. Archdeacon TR Avis in the chair. 


I. HAT every State hath an inherent right to 

1 require evidence of the. opinions of thoſe 
whom it ſhall employ in its offices of truſt and power, 
whelher they are friendly or hoſtile to the conſtitution 
which it hath eſtabliſhed ; and that this right ariſes not 
merely from laws which may have been enatted by 
that ſtate, but from at principle of ſelf preſervation 
which belongs to communities as well as lo individu- 
als, and which is antecedent and ſuperior to all law. 

II. That upon the {ame principle, every {tate 
hath a right to declare what ſhall be deemed a ſuf- 
ficient proof, or TEsT, whether ſuch opinions are 
or are not friendly to its eſtabliſhments. 

III. That a compliance with the teſts of confor- 
mity, which now ſubſiſt in this kingdom, is required 
from thoſe who are employ'd by the ſtate as a pledge, 
or ſecurity, that they will not attempt any thing hoſ- 
ule to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution : that under this 
view, ſuch 2% are not puniſhments for an opinion, 
but, reſtraints to prevent an evil; not inſtruments of 

| E opprethon, 


that they call ur the /anctions of religion to purpoſes 


ment, certainty to the payment of its Taxes and 


alledge that they ſuffer, any reſtraints on their 7elt- 


is @ conteſt /or the polleſſion of the civil oſſices of the ſlate, 


(78) 
oppreſſi on, but inflitutions to preſerve the public peace. 
And we are fo far from conſidering them as“ grie- 
vances or common evils,” that we think ourſelves war- 
ranted, from the experience of more than a centu- 
ry to exprels our deſtres that they may be continued 
in force (or that ſome other equivalent obligalions may 
be ſubſtituted in their place) as wiſe and juſt provi- 
fions for the ſafety of the ſtate. 

IV. That it is no valid objection to theſe TzsTs, 


merely cuil. To ſecure allegiance to lawful govern- 


tributes, and veracity to legal teſtimony in its courts 
of judicature, are purpoſes merely civil: and yet they 
are ALL required and enforced under the religious 
ſanflion of an oath. 

V. That to infiſt upon natural claims to civil 
offices, is to advance a palpable abſurdity : becauſe 
no member of any ſociety can have any co 72ghts, 
except ſuch as are conveyed to him by the laws wy 
that ſociety. 

VI. That as the Diſſenters do not ſuffer, or even 


gious liberties, it 18 evident that their preſent deſign 
(which indeed ſome of their leaders openly avow) 


But we conceive that thoſe offices are to be confi- 
dered only as TRUSTS for the benefit of the ſlate, and 
Ware that they ought not to be confided to thoſe 

who teſtify their diſaffection to the ſlate by their aver- 
fron to ils eftabiiſhments. 

VII. That although we hold ſacred the rights ol 
private conſcience, and regard with chriſtian charity 
thoſe who thro' its dictates miſtaken] ly (as we e 
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reject the term of our communion; yet we conſider 
that very plea of conſcience as an inſuperable objec- 


tion to their admiſſion into the crv2/ offices of the ſtate. 
For where the ſeparation of any Chriſtians from the 


eſtabliſhed communion is made, becauſe the terms of 


that communion are held to be ſinful, ſuch jeparatiſts 


would not be juſtifiable, on any conſiſtent principles, 
if they did not exert all the power and authority 
which the poſſeſſion of civil offices might confer, in 
order to ſubſtitute hei own tenets and terms of com- 
munion in the place of thoſe of the eſtabliſhment : in 
which, however, they could not ſucceed, but by the 
deſtruction of our preſent conſtitution in church and 
awe... | . 

VIII. That for theſe reaſons and conſiderations, 
as it is our earneſt deſire on the one hand, that they 
who diſſent from the eſtabliſned worſhip ſhould en- 
joy a COMPLETE TOLERATION in the offices of reli- 
gion; ſo it is equally our wiſh on the other hand, 
that they may be excluded ſrom the civil offices of the 
fate ; it being our humble, yet firm and decided 
Opinion, that, as a good government cannot give 
them too much eaſe, ſo a wiſe government cannot 77 
them with too liltle power, 

IX. That copies of theſe reſolutions be ſent by 
the chairman to all the repreſentatives of the coun- 
ties and boroughs within this archdeaconry ; and 
that they be publiſhed in the London, Cheſter, 


Liverpool, and Mancheſter papers. 


X. That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
thoſe upright members of the preſent Houſe of 
Commons, who have twice reſiſted this improper 
claim; and that they be requeſted to continue their 
virtuous exertions to the total defeat of this third at- 

07 tempt 
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tempt, made in the ſame ſeſſion, to overturn thoſe bul. 
warks which ſecure our civil and religious liberties, 
GEORGE TRAVIS, CHair man. 
On whoſe quitting the chair, it was unanimouſly 
reſolved, 
XI. That the thanks of the clergy of this arch. 
deaconry, be given to the Dean and chapter gf 
Cheſter, for their care in calling this meeting ; and 
particularly to the chairman, for his zeal and ability 
in conducting the buſineſs of the day. 
George Cotton, Dean of Cheiter 
Richard Jackſon, \ 
Thomas Moſtyn, 
10 John Briggs, 
. | | Thomas Ward, 
Wt | Thomas Pearce, 
iis George Travis, 


Prebendaries of Cheſter 


16 >" 

| | Richard Aſheton, Warden of the Collegiate 
—_ Church, Mancheſter 

|. 5 Richard Aſhton, Fellow of the "OA church 

WH Thomas Aynſcough, Fellow of the ſame' church 


Walk Randal Andrews, Vicar of Ormſkirk 0 
118 Samuel Alderſey, Banbury * : \ 
=—_ Joſeph Airey, Hale 
1 A. Aſhworth, St. John's, Mancheſter 
1 Henry Ainſworth, Birch + 
T. Armitſtead, Church kirk 
Joſeph Atkinſon, Todmorden 
R. Aſhton, Skelmerſdale 
Thomas Alcock, Runcorn 
e 
Thomas Broughton, Baronet, Doddington 
1 mn Baldwin, Vicar of * $4 
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ul. ; Thomas Baldwin, Vicar of Whalley 


ies. jobn Baldwin, Vicar of Bowden 
. XZ Rigbye Baldwin, St. Martin's, Cheſter 
ly John Baldwin, Leyland 
_ James Bayley, Fellow of the Collegiate Church, 
Mancheſter 
Cornelius Bayley, St. James's, Mancheſter 
Thomas Blundell, St. George's, Liverpool 
Thomas Broadhurlt, St. Oſwald's, Cheſter 
Thomas Blackburne, Thelwall | 
Thomas Bentham, St. Peter's, Stockport 
Henry Bafton, St. Paul' 8, Liverpool 
ER. Barton, Little Hoole 
= : 1 J. Barton, Penwortham 
George Briggs, Rettor of Wallaſea 
Thomas Bancroft, Cheſter 
Thomas Bellas, Rochdale 
1. Bellas, Wilmſlow © 
iate Henry Binfield, Liverpool 
R. Barker, Lowton 
Thomas Burroughs, Gooſtrey 
Samuel Buckley, Raznow 
William Blomeley, Foreſt 
R. Baniſter, Holland 
BS Thomas Borrowdale, Warrington 
William Bowneſs, Stockport 
== job Barnes, Huyton „ ͤð .- | 3 
ohn Braithwaite, Wigan | 
1 Richard Berry, Royton 
lobn Beckett, Lees 
= joſeph Brookes, Chorlton 
Daniel Birkett, Leigh 
J. Bailey, Audlem - 
1 George Barbor, ä 
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George Birch, Great Budworth 
Randal Crewe, Rector of Hawarden 
Offley Crewe, Rector of Aſtbury | 
Charles Crewe, Rettor of Warmingham 
Rowland Chambre, Rector of Thornton 
Thomas Cripps, Rettor of Cheadle 
Ralph Carr, Rettor of Alderley 
Richard Carr, Billinge 
118 _ John Clowes, St. Tohn's 8 
wh John Clowes, Salford 
il John Crookhall, Rector of Woodchurch 
wy ___ Thomas Crane, St. Olave's, Cheſter 
We H. Cunliffe, Ardwick 
1 John Cawley, Aldford 
k Richard Carter, Neſton 
| 8 J. Croudſon, Wigan 
; John Caſſon, Garſton 
11 Oliver Cooper, Chorley 
N J. Clayton, Meols 
| | Thomas Dickenſon, Vicar of Travin 
wh Thomas Dannett, Rector of Liverpool 
| | John Darby, Hollinwood 
1 Robert Dean, Chorley 
iy Samuel Dean Blackburn 
Thomas Davies, Farndon 
Edward Davies, Worthenbury 
Richard Dewhurſt, Coppul 

| | E. | 
wl F. H. Egerton, Rector of Marbury 
BY Charles Ethelſton, St. Paul's Mancheſter 
1 Joſeph Eaton, St. Michael's, Cheſter 
11 e Ellis, Overton 
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Richard Hind, Vicar of Rochdale 

Reginald Heber, Rector of Malpas | : 

a Henry Heathcote, Rector of Walton \ 
Henry Heathcote, jun, Vicar of Walton | ; 
Robert Hill, Rector of St. Mary's Cheſter 

George Hodſon, Rector of Liverpool 

John Holdſworth, Rector of Mobberley 

Thomas Hunter, Vicar of Waverham 

James Hartley, Vicar of Leigh 

Peter Halſted, Rector of Grappenhall 


Thomd 2 Samuel Hall, St. Ann s, Mancheſter Francis 


l 

Thomas Exton, Tockholes 

8 F. 
Guy Fairfax, Rettor of Wigan | 
Richard Formby, St. John's, Liverpool F 
Thomas Foxley, Rector of Radcliffe / 
William Finch, St. Helen's 
Thomas Foldes, Walmfley 
Thomas Fawcett, Oldham 
John Fawell, Wigan 


Fiſher, Rivington 
| 0 


Maurice Griffith, Fellow of the Collegiate Church, 


' Mancheſter 


| : | Teremiah Gilpin, Vicar of Bolton 
Griffith Gardnar,, Backford 


ames Glazebrook, Latchford 
John Gibſon, Wigan 
James Greenwood, Oldham 


Hugh Grimſhaw, Oldham 
2 Cuthbert Gaſkarth, Peel 
Thomas Gatley, Marton 
Richard Gueſt, Eccles 
John Garton, Newton 


H. 


Joſeph . Overton 


a 
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Re. P. Johnſon, Reaor of Aſhton-on-Merſey 


Lloyd Jones, Bangor 


William Kendal, Boden 
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Francis Hodgſon, Little Bolton 
William Hockenhull, Lymme 
Joſeph Hordern, Preſtwich 
James Hargreaves, Bury 
John Hartley, Colne 
Thomas Heyes, Weſt Houghton 
Thomas Hodges, Church-holme 

wn” 

William Inge, ReQr of Brercton | 
Henry Ingles, Macclesfield 


Croxton Johnſon, Rettor of Wilmſlow 
Jonathan Johnſon, Hargreave 

Samuel Johnſon, Horwich 

Thomas Jefts, Little Leigh 

William Jackſon, Stockport 

H. Jackſon, Gorton 

W. Jon, Croſs Stone 


Thomas Jennings, Poynton 


Philip Kitching, St. Thomas's, Liverpool 
William Kirkby, Handley | 


John Kent, Haflingden 
Roger Kent, Minſhull 
R. Kinder, Mottram 

L. 
Frederick Lloyd, Rector of Bangor 
James Lyon, Rector of Preſtwich 
Oſwald Leyceſter, Vicar of Knutsford 
Edmund Lally, Vicar of Whitegate 
Robert Latham, Vicar of Dean 
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Edward Lloyd, Sankey 


Richard Loxam, Liverpool 

John Lowe; Winwick 

Thomas Lowe, Atherton 

G. H. Larden, St. Oſwald's, Cheſter 
Thomas Langhorn, Unſworth 

R. Litter, Witton 

Richard Longford, Heywood | 
Egerton Leigh, Sh | 6 oi Salop, Lymm. 
Henry Maſter, Rector of Croſton 
Charles Mytton, Rector of Eccleſton 
Francis Meeke, Rector of Coppenhall 


william Morgan, Rector of Wiſtaſton 
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Thomas Maddock, Rector of Trinity, Cheſter 
Thomas Mawdeſley, Cheſter | 
John Mawdeſley, North-Meols 
George Monk, Liverpool 
Thomas Moſs, Farnworth 
James Maſhiter, Sar 
Thomas Maſſey, Marbury 
Glover Moore, Halſall 
Thomas Myddleton, Samleſbury 
N 


William Nelſon, ReQtor of St. Bridget's, Cheſter 

John Newton, Newton-heath 

Themas Newton, Aſhton 

William Naylor, Altcar 
O. 


Edward Oven, Rector of Warrington . 


Humphrey Owen, St. Mary's, Mancheſter 
Philip Oliver, Bruera 


= George Okell, Lymme 


Richard Ortt, Radcliffe 
| Amos 


q E160 } 
{ Amos Ogden, Turton | 
mt P. 
lf Philip Puleſton, Rector of Worthenbury 
\. John Parker, Aſtle 
8; Richard Perryn, Rector of Standiſh 
11 f Charles Preſcott, Rector of Stockport 8 4 
W | Joſeph Powell, Vicar of Middlewich 1 
it + ſohn Prince, Reftor of Thurſtaſton - 
Wl. 4 ohn Prince, Burton-wood 
uh Thomas Porter, Northenden 
wn | James Pedley, Pendleton 
= nn George Pownall, Warmingham 
ww Richard Preſcott, Holland | n 
11 Richard Parſons, Dodleſton 
8 R. 
"At John Rigbye, ReQor of North Meols 
If Richard Rothwell, Rector of Sephton 
it R. H. Roughſedge, St. George's. Liverpool 
| Samuel Renſhaw, St. George's, Liverpool 
| John Radenhurſt, Rector of Haſwell 
b William Richardſon, Vicar of St. Jahn 8. Cheſter 7 
it Stephen Reay, Shotwick 9 
Il | Iſaac Riley, W een 2 
WI John Swinnerton, Vicar of Wibunbury 
1 3 Rowland Sandford, Rector of St. Ann's, Mancheſic! I 
1 Thomas Starkie, Vicar of Blackburn Y 
nl R. L. Salmon, Vicar of Sandbach 
; H. Salmon, Burleydam 
x Samuel Sewell, . Vicar of Preſcot 
i John Smith, Reftor of Namptwich 
& Thomas Smith, Tarvin 
7 David Simpſon, Macclesfield 
1 Jon Smyth, St. Ann's Liverpool 
| ji 
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Edward Taylor, Saddleworth 


Enn 


lohn Shewell, Liverpool 


William Shewell, Woodchurch 


James Sugden, Ringley 
John Shaw Rochdale 

oſeph Satterthwaite, Over 
john Sneyd, Capeſthorne 
Joſeph Sharpe, Macclesfield 
John Sutcliffe, Aſhworth 


| ] Matthew Sedgewick, Moſsley 
| J. Shorrock, Newechurch 


1. 
Thomas Townſon, Rector of Malpas 


= George Taylor, Rector of Aldford 


John Tickell, Rettor of Gawſworth 

Edward Thelwall, Haſlingden 
William Thompſon, Preſcot 

Henry Tatlock, Weſt-Derby 

John Trimble, Halton 


V. 

Henry Unſworth, St. John's, Bury 
George Vanbrugh, Rettor of Aughton 
Henry Offley Wright, Mottram _ 
Thomas Whitehead, Rector of Eccleſton 
Matthew Worthington, Vicar of Childwall 
Jo ohn Watſon, Vicar of Preſtbury 

homas W illon, Clithero 
William Wilſon, Darwen 
William Wiſe, St. James's, Liverpool 
James Winfield, St. Bridget' s, Cheſter 


C. A. Wighton, Holt 


Thomas Webſter, Stoke 
Thomas Watts, Burton 


Evan 
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